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As a child of immigrants — an Indian mother and Jamaican
father — Harris’ parents worked hard to ensure that their
daughters were aware of both cultures. Harris has shared
that as a child, her and family would attend both a Hindu
temple and Black Baptist Church. Although she knows the
importance of celebrating both parts of her identity, Harris
has said that her mother “understood very well that she was
raising two black daughters.” When she was 1n the first
ograde, Harris was bused to a white suburban neighborhood
for school. Busing was a race-integration program, mandat-
ed by the government, to transport students to schools that
were segregated by race.

With over 30 years 1n law enforcement and four years as a
politician, Harris has a long list of accomplishments. Prior to
being the first woman Vice President of the United States,
Harris became the second Black woman and first South
Asian-American senator 1n California’s history in 2017.
Other firsts for Harris include, being the first Black woman
to be elected district attorney 1n California in 2004, and first
woman to be California’s attorney general in 2011.
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As a biracial and bicultural woman, Harris 1s a prime exam-
ple of the changing demographics in America. Never in U.S.
history has someone like her been chosen as a running mate
in a U.S. presidential election.
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